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IMMEDIATELY
UJ-.1 HISTORY PROF. K. ROSS TOOLE
TO DISCUSS COLSTRIP UNITS 3-4 SUNDAY
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MISSOULA-Dr. K. Ross Toole, professor of history at the University of Montana in

~-iissoula,

will discuss the implications of the proposed Colstrip 3 and 4 generating plants in a
free public lecture at 7 p.m. Sunday, March 16, in the University Center Ballroom.
Toole, a long-time critic of Colstrip units 3 and 4, said one issue he will cover
in his discussion is whether the state of Hontana will be able to halt action at Colstrip
by Montana Power Co. and its partners in the venture.
"\~e

are being watched carefully by environmental groups all over the nation to see

who will win the issue:

the state or federal government," Toole said.

At stake is whether the state or the federal government will have legal jurisdiction
concerning land-use laws to regulate the development of strip mining.
"The outcome will be an important precedent to the rest of the country in determining
where state power begins and federal power ends in environmental issues," Toole said.
Toole is working on a book about strip mining entitled "Give Me This Small Bow:
A Narrative of Strip Mining on the Northern Great Plains."
Refreshments will be served at Sunday's program, which is sponsored by the University
Center Courses Program at UM.
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